
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE Prelude and Fugue in C Major J. S. Bach 
  (1685-1750) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you.    

INTROIT All My Hope on God Is Founded Herbert Howells 

 * CALL TO WORSHIP    Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  We gather to worship our God of rainbows and promises. 
Many:  Let’s seek God’s truth together! 
One:  We gather to learn about who we are as God’s children.  
Many:  Let’s follow where God leads together! 
One:  We gather because God has promised to be with us, always. 
All:  Let every living creature, on land and in the sea, praise 
 God  together!  

* HYMN  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 
 verses 1-3, 5 No. 457 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

God of Promise, you made a covenant with all creatures and all of 
the world. You promised to show us the ways of life and hope! But 
sometimes, we forget our connection to you and our connection to 
each other. We view ourselves as the center of the universe. We 
choose to walk on our own paths. When we speak words and do 
things that hurt your heart and the hearts of others, forgive us for 
these acts, we pray. When we cause harm by failing to act or failing 
to speak, forgive us for these inactions, we pray. Help us to see 
your promises more clearly, and lead us back into your loving 
arms. Wrap us in your grace, and show us how we can share that 
grace with others. (silence)  

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our redeemer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture,  
and preaching. 

ANTHEM Zion’s Walls Aaron Copland 

“Come fathers and mothers, come sisters and brothers, 
come join us in singing the praises of Zion. 

*Please stand as you are able. 

O fathers don’t you feel determined 
to meet within the walls of Zion? 

We’ll shout and go round, the walls of Zion!” 
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COMMISSIONING OF CONFIRMANDS  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:    We commission you, our Confirmation Class of 2019, to take 
 time this year to create and discover new ways of what it 
 means to be faithful Christ-followers. 
Many: We, your church family, promise to walk with you in spirit 
 and in prayer. 
One: You are embarking on a journey where you will both be 
 challenged into new thinking and where you will discover 
 spaces where you are already on paths toward right 
 relationship with God and others. 
Many: May you feel energized by God’s grace on this journey of 
 discovery. May you feel blessed to share what you learn 
 with  us. We promise to listen to you and to welcome and 
 include your perspective in our church life.  
One: As you go into this year, our God continues to walk with you. 
 May you feel God’s love embracing you, and may you learn 
 new ways to be the hands and feet of God’s love to others.  
All: We, your church family, remember and recommit to the 
 promises we made over you in baptism to nurture you as 
 brothers and sisters in the family of God.  
One:    . . . Amen. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather and recess to 
the Chapel for Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in 
singing: 

What does the Lord require of you? 
What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness,  

and walk humbly with your God. 

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?   
What does the Lord require of you?   
To seek justice, and love kindness,  

and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown 

A READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 Genesis 6:5-9, 11-14, 17-19; 8:6-12; 9:8, 12-16 
  Pew Bible pp. 5-7 
A READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT  
 2 Corinthians 5:17 Pew Bible p. 181 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON The Heart of God Dr. Brown 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through affirmation, 
offering, and prayers. 

* HYMN How Firm a Foundation 
  verses 1-3, 5 No. 361 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 
  Rev. Bayer 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)  
  Rev. Bayer 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY How Can I Keep from Singing? Mark Hayes 

“My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentation. 
I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul.  How can I keep from singing? 
What though my joys and comforts die?  The Lord, my Savior liveth. 

What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night He giveth. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that refuge clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin, I see the blue above it. 

And day by day this pathway smooths, since first I learned to love it. 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing. 

All things are mine since I am His!  How can I keep from singing?” 
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Online giving option 
As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support SMPC 
using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or give online at 
www.SMPChome.org/Giving 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures 
here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

http://www.smpchome.org/Giving


 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Dr. Brown 

Creator God, in everlasting covenant, you have declared that you 
are never through, or done, with us. Every day there are signs, both 
subtle and profound, that you are doing a new thing in and 
amongst and through us. Open our hearts to your purpose and 
grant us the courage to follow wherever your purpose takes us for 
the sake of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD 

* HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less No. 379 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,   
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.  
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE  All Glory Be to God on High J. S. Bach 
  

 

The Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   
 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 
 Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 
 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 
 Audrey McConnell, Director of Music 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are offered to the glory of God and a 
contribution has been given to the Sanctuary building fund by Connie 
and Dan Gaudiano. 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update 
contact information in our database, contact: 

SMPCoffice@SMPChome.org 

Note to Parents.  We offer childcare for infants through kindergarten 
each Sunday during the 10:10 a.m. Worship Service. Additional 
information or questions contact:  Rebecca Guzman, Director of 
Spiritual Formation, Rebecca@smpchome.org; 704-544-0404, ext. 117 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  The 
Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will welcome new 
members September 23 at 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel. If you have interest 
in membership, speak to one of the pastors or with Nancy Metzler, 
Director of Hospitality & Connection, Nancy@smpchome.org, 704-544-
0404, ext. 103, following today’s service.  

Worship Teams  
Deacon/Elder: Greg Hobby    
Ushers: Rich Giannola, Head Usher; Vicki & Ronny Barton, Dick 
Engle, Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson 
A/V:  Bruce Kroeschell 

 

Hospitality Teams: 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Julie & Greg Hobby, Ron Morgan 
Connection Center Host:  Carol Morgan 

Congregational Notes (as of September 5, 2018) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Our SMPC family as we begin our Faith Practice journey together 

• Our partners in ministry in Bayonnais, Haiti 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 
prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Deacons 
Moderator:  Jeana Lee 
Recording Secretary:  Tricia Gosnell 

Class of 2019:  Kay Dano, Dick Engle, Joyce Highsmith, Jeana Lee,  
Jim Loftus, Lori Schellin 

Class of 2020:  Brad Alford, Kathy Gahagen, Tricia Gosnell, Brenton 
Hartman, Curtis Ireland, Carol Palmgren 

Elders 
Clerk of Session:  Frank Graham 
Recording Clerk:  Gary Rawls 

Class of 2018:  Frank Graham, Janet Morgan, Amy Zagora,  
Michael Zagora 

Class of 2019:  Maria Davis, Kim Dracon, Jerry Hawver,  
Gary Rawls 

Class of 2020:  Mary Elledge, Guy Gosnell, Greg Hobby,  
Melissa White 

Staff Church office:  704-544-0404 
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor ext. 101 
 matt@smpchome.org 
Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor ext. 107 
 whitney@smpchome.org  
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation ext. 117 
 rebecca@smpchome.org 
Audrey McConnell, Director of Music ext. 118 
 audrey.mcconnell@gmail.com 
Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection ext. 103 
 nancy@smpchome.org 
Donna Rogers, Director of Communications  ext. 108 
 donna.rogers@smpchome.org 
Freda H. Smith, Administrator ext. 100 
 freda@smpchome.org 
Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry ext. 113 
 jessica@smpchome.org 
Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator ext. 116 
 mkzagora@smpchome.org 
Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool ext. 112 
 carol.watkins@smpchome.org 

 

  

A Service of Worship 
  

  

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 9, 2018 

 
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary  

Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ  

with Love and Grace. 
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